25. BROUGHT TO LIGHT THE TRUTH
ABOUT THE KILLING
OF BRAAHMIN WOMAN

Ftajasekhara Pandya was succeeded to the
throne by his son Kulothunga, Kulothunga had several
wives and several sons. The eldest son known as
Anantha Guna was a great warrior. During Kulothunga's
reign, a Brahmin from Thiruppathur. his wife and child
were proceeding to Madurai through a jungle tract He
left his wife and child under a banyan tree and went
in search of water to quench their thirst. The woman
lay down in the shade of the tree. An arrow which
had long been struck at a branch of the tree fell down
on account of the wind and pierced the woman's
stomach. She died immediately, just then, a hunter
with a bow and an arrow arrived there and took
rest under the same tree.

The Brahmin returned with water and found his
wife dead. He noticed the hunter under the tree and
suspected that he was responsible for the woman's
death and hence charged him for murder and took
him to the king's court in Madurai. The Brahmin
pointed out the king that there was no protection in his
kingdom.

The king felt sad that in his reign Innocent
woman should have died a violent death and enquired of
the Bmhmin for details. The latter told the king th^t the
hunter had killed his wife during his absence for a short